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LIBERIA IS IN NEED OF U.S. 

ASSISTANCE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
continue my supplication for increased U.S. 
support for the people of Liberia and to enter 
into the RECORD a Washington Post editorial 
dated March 20 which outlines why the United 
States should lend itself to providing assist-
ance to the poverty-stricken West African 
country. 

When the country of Liberia was founded by 
freed American slaves in 1847, it held a world 
of promise. Today, however it is suffering from 
profound poverty—a product of a civil war that 
has driven more than 3 million Liberians from 
their homeland. More than 8 in 10 Liberians 
cannot find work. Underdevelopment plagues 
the country—a country with no running water 
and no electricity. Founded by the dream of 
freedom, it now suffers from a distinct depriva-
tion that the United States can now address 
through their support of the newly elected 
president of Liberia Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and 
her goals for her countrymen and women. 

This month, President Johnson-Sirleaf ad-
dressed a special joint-session of Congress 
and met with President Bush. She outlined the 
many things that are needed to be done in 
order to ensure her country thrives. ‘‘We must 
revive educational facilities, including our few 
universities. We must provide essential agri-
cultural extension services to help us feed our-
selves again, developing the science and 
technology skills to insure that we prosper in 
a modern global economy,’’ she told Members 
of Congress. President Johnson-Sirleaf has 
expressed the urgency of resettling displaced 
Liberians, the rehabilitation of the core of an 
electricity grid to high-priority areas and institu-
tions, in addition to the demobilization of 
former combatants and restructuring of their 
army, police and security services. President 
Johnson-Sirleaf, as Mr. Fred Hiatt mentions in 
his editorial, is one reason why President 
Bush should help Liberia. A Harvard-trained 
economist, and former World Bank and United 
Nations official, she is committed to uplifting 
her country. A second reason, according to 
Hiatt, is the fact that if nothing is done at the 
present time, the cost of repair in Liberia will 
be ‘‘far more difficult and expensive’’ later on. 

Mr. Speaker, all these are pressing reasons 
to assist Liberia and I am certain that with 
President Johnson-Sirleafs commitment and 
U.S. aid, the economy and social conditions of 
Liberia can be revived. 

[From the Washingtonpost.com, Mar. 20, 
2006] 

THE CASE FOR CARING NOW 
(By Fred Hiatt) 

On one of her visits to her native Liberia, 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf told a joint session of 
Congress last week, she was placed in a jail 
cell with 15 men. ‘‘All of them were executed 
a few hours later,’’ she said. ‘‘Only the inter-
vention of a single soldier spared me from 
rape.’’ 

Now Johnson-Sirleaf, 67, is the newly 
elected president of her unhappy African 
country, and if you think she was trying to 
seize Congress’s attention with that anec-
dote of 20 years past, you are no doubt cor-
rect. 

After all, the world is full of unhappy 
countries that have won sympathy here, and 
then been rapidly discarded. Think Haiti, for 
example, or Afghanistan, which was of inter-
est to Ronald Reagan, forgotten by George 
H.W. Bush, neglected by Bill Clinton and 
then (not coincidentally) a crisis again. 

Now Johnson-Sirleaf, Africa’s first female 
elected leader, is enjoying her moment of 
fame and good feeling. Laura Bush and 
Condoleezza Rice attended her inauguration 
in January, Congress greeted her as a hero 
last week, President Bush will receive her 
tomorrow. After a quarter-century of coups, 
dictators and civil wars in Liberia, this is a 
moment of restored democracy and hope. 

Do not assume, however, that Johnson- 
Sirleaf therefore will stoop to unseemly flat-
tery or diplomatic spin. After all her years of 
exile, harassment, surveillance and prison 
with all the misery waiting for her back 
home, she seems to have no time for that. 

As in: When she is asked during a visit to 
The Post how she will plead her case for aid 
to Bush, given draining U.S. commitments 
to Iraq and Afghanistan, she replies, ‘‘For 
the reason you said—he needs a success. Bil-
lions are being spent on Iraq, billions are 
being spent on Afghanistan—and it will take 
a fraction of those billions to make Liberia 
a success story. 

‘‘I think he needs one, and we’re going to 
give him an opportunity to have one.’’ 

It’s not that Johnson-Sirleaf, stately in 
traditional dress, comes across as ungrate-
ful. In her address to Congress, she thanked 
the United States for its help in brokering 
an end to Liberia’s vicious civil war and for 
sending money to get the country going 
again. 

But, she says, ‘‘we still have problems. I 
can’t tell you we’re out of the woods.’’ 

Any Western leader might regard that as 
an astonishing understatement. Johnson- 
Sirleaf works out of a dilapidated palace 
that, like the rest of her country, depends on 
generators for electricity. 

‘‘We have a city that’s dark,’’ she says. 
‘‘We have a city where many young children 
don’t know that water comes out of a tap.’’ 
At night, children gather on street corners 
to do their homework by the spillover from 
private floodlights, since they have no light 
at home. Many others do no homework be-
cause they can’t afford pencils, or can’t at-
tend school at all. 

Civil war drove most of the country’s 3.5 
million people from their homes. Some 45 
percent of the population is 14 or younger; 
many of those children were press-ganged 
into armies and know no other life. Life ex-
pectancy is 42.5 years. Unemployment is 80 
to 85 percent. Of every 1,000 children born, 
132 die in infancy. 

Why should the United States care? The 
standard answer of traditional historical 
ties, based on the freed American slaves who 
founded Liberia, may have worn thin after 
all these years. But there are two others. 

One is that helping is cheaper in the long 
run than the alternative. When conditions in 
a country become too atrocious to bear— 
when drug-addled marauders take to chop-
ping off the hands of children who get in 
their way, as in Liberia’s neighbor Sierra 
Leone—public opinion may (at least some of 
the time) force the United States, Britain or 
the United Nations to intervene. By the time 
that demand comes, the destruction is so 
complete—in Liberia, roads, hospitals, water 
pipes, everything has crumbled—that repair 
is far more difficult and expensive. 

The second is Johnson-Sirleaf herself: Har-
vard-trained economist, former World Bank 
and U.N. official, democrat. She espouses an 
anti-corruption, socially inclusive vision 
that aid officials can only dream of finding 
in most poor countries. Courageously, for he 

still has many followers, she has asked that 
former dictator Charles Taylor, now in Nige-
ria, stand trial for his crimes. 

When her hour at The Post is over, she 
waves off the usual pleasantries and asks: 
What will emerge from this interview? What 
will Liberia get out of it? And suddenly 
‘‘grandmotherly,’’ the adjective you often 
hear applied to her, reminds you less of the 
woman who sneaked you an extra cookie 
when your mother wasn’t looking and more 
of having your hands checked for cleanliness 
before being seated at the Sunday dinner 
table. 

Well, Madam President, I’m afraid this col-
umn is the best I can do. I hope you get more 
out of President Bush tomorrow. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 185TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF GREEK INDEPEND-
ENCE 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of the 185th anniversary of 
Greek independence. This special day for 
Greece commemorates the strength and de-
termination of its people to restore their demo-
cratic roots and identity. 

The political philosophies of both the United 
States and Greece have been challenged by 
oppressive powers, and both nations have 
proudly defended their right to self-government 
and individual freedoms. After showing a de-
sire to be free from the Ottoman Empire in 
1821, Greece endured eleven long years of 
war to succeed in gaining independence. 
American and Hellenic cultures greatly respect 
their tradition of independence and recognize 
the importance of democratic principles. 

The United States and Greece have always 
enjoyed a friendship and alliance in inter-
national and cultural endeavors. I am pleased 
that the Greek Foreign Minister Dora 
Bakoyannis and other dignitaries paid a visit 
last week to Washington, D.C., to celebrate 
this anniversary since Hellenic principles reso-
nate in our culture and politics. The United 
States was founded on the principles of de-
mocracy developed thousands of years ago in 
the city-states of ancient Greece. The beauty 
of Greek architecture can even be found while 
taking a walk through our beloved Capitol 
building. Likewise, our country’s influence on 
Greece can be seen in their first Constitution, 
which was based on our Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the principles behind the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

On a cultural level, since Greece resur-
rected the Olympics in 1896, they have sym-
bolized peace and excellence for people 
around the world. The Olympics show that 
great athletic skill and spirited competition can 
bring nations together despite their dif-
ferences. We saw at the 2006 Winter Olym-
pics in Torino, Italy, how Hellenic ideals such 
as equality and friendship have stood the test 
of time and continue to flourish at a global 
level. Hellenic culture, whether through its de-
velopment of democratic government or its es-
pousal of friendly competition, encourages 
people to come together amicably even during 
the most difficult of times. 

Mr. Speaker, it would be hard to imagine a 
United States of America, or even the world, 
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without the great contributions from Greece. I 
will continue to work in Congress to support 
Hellenic causes and our strong and important 
alliance. I would like to join my colleagues in 
congratulating Greece on the anniversary of 
its independence. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WEST VIRGINIA 
UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, a collective 
groan could be heard across the state of West 
Virginia in the waning hours of Thursday, 
March 23, 2006, as a last-second shot by the 
Texas Longhorns closed the doors on West 
Virginia University’s impressive NCAA tour-
nament run. 

But while our Mountaineers might have lost 
the game, it remains a ‘‘sweet ending’’ for our 
heroes of the hard-court who, for the second 
year in a row, have our state swelling with 
pride. 

It is the first time West Virginia has won two 
games in consecutive NCAAs since superstar 
Jerry West, whose silhouette graces the 
NBA’s logo, led it to the title game in 1959 
and a regional semifinal the next year. 

Forward Mike Gansey, one of five seniors 
on the team, said about the distinction, ‘‘I just 
hope we end up being one of the great and 
most popular teams in West Virginia history 
like they were.’’ 

I think it’s pretty safe to say Mr. Gansey and 
the rest of the team’s departing stars will get 
their wish. 

It will be a long time before any of us forget 
the hustle and heart of Gansey, the improb-
able three-point stroke of Martinsburg native 
Kevin Pittsnogle, the leadership and selfless 
play of J.D. Collins, the accomplishments on 
and off the court of Academic All-American 
Joe Herber, the sweet shot of Patrick Beilein. 

And we will always remember how all of 
these young men came together to achieve 
more than anyone expected, and how through 
sheer determination, teamwork and a ton of 
heart they became role models not just for a 
state, but for an entire nation. 

We will miss these five fine men on the bas-
ketball court, but will continue to follow the ac-
complishments of these unofficial West Vir-
ginia ambassadors as they are certain to go 
on to great things. 

Behind them, they leave big shoes to fill, but 
they also leave their legacy, a legacy that will 
be carried on by their teammates and by 
many in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING EDWARD AND MERLE 
FORD 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Edward and Merle Ford on their 50th 
wedding anniversary. Edward and Merle cele-
brated this wonderful milestone on February 
28, 2006 after having spent half a century in 

love and with the shared experiences of family 
life. 

Edward Lee Ford was born on July 31, 
1929 in Hemingway, South Carolina. He relo-
cated to Pennsylvania to attend Pine Forge 
Academy. Prior to graduating from Pine Forge, 
Edward and his twin brother, Jesse, were 
drafted into the Army where they served as 
medics. During his time at Pine Forge and 
while in Germany, Edward diligently wrote to 
Merle Elizabeth Cheatham. Merle was born on 
January 1, 1934 in Baltimore, Maryland, and 
like Edward, attended Pine Forge Academy. 
During the early days of their romance, letter- 
writing kept their love alive. 

On October 23, 1955, Merle Elizabeth 
Cheatham and Edward Lee Ford were wed at 
the chapel on the grounds of Pine Forge 
Academy. The Fords have four children; 
Rhonda, Terry, Dwayne, and Lisa; three 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 
Merle and Edward have likewise kept their 
connection to Pine Forge Academy strong. 
Merle worked as the Registrar, Secretary to 
the Principal, and Typing Teacher at the Acad-
emy, while Edward designed and built 
Kimbrough Hall, several of the log cabins, and 
renovated North Hall into the Music Conserv-
atory. Edward even served as the first presi-
dent of the Pine Forge National Alumni Asso-
ciation. In 1995, Edward, along with his broth-
er Jesse, received the honor of being alumni 
of the year. In addition to their dedication to 
each other and the Academy, the Fords are 
pillars in their church where they serve as 
Head Deacon/Deaconess at the Walnut Street 
Community Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring Edward and Merle Ford 
on their fifty golden years of love and dedica-
tion to each other. I hope they will continue to 
live in the house Edward built for Merle and 
that they are blessed with continued joy, 
health, and love. 

f 

TEN CONSTITUENTS KILLED IN AN 
ACCIDENT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
great sadness in my heart. On Wednesday, 
March 22, 2006, ten of my constituents were 
killed in an accident that has left a tight knit 
community in New Jersey full of grief, and re-
flecting on fond memories of those who have 
departed. 

Today my prayers are with those our com-
munity has lost: Marvin Bier and Shirley Bier, 
Hans Wilhelm O. Eggers and Maria Eggers, 
Arthur Kovar and Frieda Kovar, Robert Rubin 
and Barbara Rubin, Marion Diamond, and 
Carrole E. Ruchelman. Each of these people 
embraced life and we will miss them greatly. 

In the wonderful years of retirement, these 
residents of the Ponds, in Monroe Township, 
New Jersey, sought out new parts of the 
world. Last week, they were on a cruise that 
took them to Chile, where they opted to take 
a bus to explore an enticing part of that coun-
try. In a horrible accident, the bus rolled off an 
embankment. 

In addition to those killed, we must also 
pray for Bernard Diamond and Harold 

Ruchelman, who survived the terrible crash 
that took the lives of their wives. These two 
men will need the support of our community. 
We must give them our love and help them 
deal with the seemingly insurmountable sor-
row they must feel. 

My prayers are also with the family mem-
bers, relatives, and neighbors of those af-
fected by this accident. This week has re-
minded us of the preciousness of each mo-
ment, and how many of the unexpected 
events that change our lives remain out of our 
control. It reinforces the need to remain hum-
ble in the eyes of God and to take each day 
and live it as if a gift from God. This was the 
spirit in which each of these ten New Jersey 
residents traveled with B’nai B’rith on their 
South American cruise. They left the safety 
and comfort of the Ponds to explore a new 
part of the world. They are now on their final 
journey and safe in God’s hands. 

Today is a day for reflection and for con-
templation. While we have pain and grief 
today, tomorrow we must work to find internal 
peace with the events of last week. As Psalm 
23 reminds us, ‘‘surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life: I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.’’ It is 
not easy today, and it will not be easy tomor-
row, but we need to embrace the grace that 
exists and make the most of our lives, building 
upon the memory of those we have lost. As 
Moses reminds us in Deuteronomy, ‘‘be strong 
and of good courage. Fear not, for God will go 
with you. He will not fail you. He will not for-
sake you.’’ 

f 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEDI-
CATION OF THE KAVLI INSTI-
TUTE FOR PARTICLE ASTRO-
PHYSICS AND COSMOLOGY AT 
THE STANFORD LINEAR ACCEL-
ERATOR CENTER 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 

Mrs. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Stanford University and Stanford 
Linear Accelerator on the dedication of the 
Kavli Institute for Particle Astrophysics and 
Cosmology on March 17, 2006. The institute is 
dedicated to advancing the understanding of 
the cosmos in its search for ‘‘dark matter’’ and 
‘‘dark energy,’’ which compose an estimated 
96 percent of the universe. 

This was all made possible by Fred Kavli, a 
world renowned physicist, through his extraor-
dinary generosity and vision. 

The following are his inspirational remarks 
at the dedication of the institute which bears 
his name. 

It is a special pleasure to be here today for 
the dedication of this beautiful building in 
the service of science. 

First I want to remember and pay tribute 
to Leland Stanford and his wife, Jane, who 
laid the physical and spiritual foundation for 
this great university, and who in their fore-
sight provided the ample land on which this 
building stands today. 

We owe our gratitude to the many people 
who have been instrumental in making the 
Kavli Institute for Astrophysics and Cos-
mology and the building come about, and 
give special recognition to President Hen-
nessy, Provost Etchemendy, and the Depart-
ment of Energy, represented by Robin 
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